262                THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE

then began to visit the cave of treasures at dead of night
rifling the mummies and removing the small and easily port-
able objects, which they unloaded gradually on the market
Their fortunes grew, and it was necessary for them to observe
great self-control in order to prevent others from guessing that
they were sitting on the greatest gold mine which it had ever
been the good fortune of tomb-robbers to discover. But such
treasures could not remain hidden. As soon as the purchasers
had shown them in Europe, their value and interest roused
such curiosity that it was only a question of time before the
secret of the cave was made known.

It was a bitter day for 'Abd er-Rasul Ahmad when, having
made his confession, he was ordered to lead Emile Brugsch
Bey3 of the Antiquities Service, to the cave.

" It is true that I was armed to the teeth, and my faithful
rifle, full of shells, hung over my shoulder," wrote M. Brugsch,
in describing his adventure, " but my assistant from Cairo,
Ahmed Effendi Kemal, was the only person with me whom I
could trust. Any one of the natives would have killed me
willingly, had we been alone, for everyone of them knew
better than I did that I was about to deprive them of a great
source of revenue. But I exposed no sign of fear, and pro-
ceeded with the work. The well cleared out, I descended,
and began the exploration of the passage.

*' Soon we came upon cases of porcelain funeral offerings,
metal and alabaster vessels, draperies and trinkets, until,
reaching the turn in the passage, a cluster of mummy cases
came into view in such number as to stagger me. Collecting
my senses, I made the best examination of them I could by
the light of my torch, and at once saw that they contained the
mumTni.es of royal personages of both sexes; and yet that was
not all. Plunging on ahead of my guide, I came to the
chamber, and there, standing against the walls, or lying on
the floor, I found even a greater number of mummy cases
of stupendous size and weight. Their gold coverings and their
polished surfaces so plainly reflected my own excited visage
that it seemed as though I was looking into the faces of my
own ancestors."

Among the mummies discovered in this cache were those of
the most famous kings and queens of the New Empire: